Alexander II                                                                                      981
forts from Perovsk to Verny. The immediate object of the expedition was attained within a few weeks with the Russian occupation of the cities of Turkestan and Chimkent. Events, however, took a turn St. Petersburg had not foreseen. In October Cherniaev stormed Tashkent but met with determined resistance and was forced to retreat. The offensive was resumed in 1865, and Tashkent fell in June; but the ameer of Bokhara having declared a holy war, the Russians proceeded to occupy a part of that khanate. In 1866 the territories seized by Russia after 1847 were annexed and became the governorship-general of Turkestan; General C. P. von Kaufman, a stern and ruthless administrator, was appointed governor-general. Meanwhile warlike operations on Bokhara continued, the city of Bokhara being captured by the Russians in May, 1868. The defeat of the two khanates terminated the hostilities, at least for a time. By a treaty of January, 1868, Kudair, the Russian-sponsored khan of Kokand, ceded to Russia the territories she occupied and accepted for the khanate the status of a Russian protectorate; a similar treaty was imposed on Bokhara in June, 1868. The turn of Khiva came five years later. In the spring of 1873 that country was overrun by Russian troops and, in spite of the courageous resistance of the Turkoman warriors, capitulated on Russian terms. Khiva ceded to the victors the right bank- of the Amu-Darya, conferred exclusive privileges on Russian commerce and shipping, paid an indemnity, and became a Russian protectorate. The latter status was retained by Bokhara and Khiva until the end of the empire. Kokand fared even less well. A revolt against Kudair Khan in 1875 became a holy war against Russia and brought upon the unhappy natives punitive expeditions led by Kaufman and, later, by General M. D. Skobelev. In February, 18767 the khanate of Kokand disappeared from the map, its territory being annexed by Russia under the name of the Ferghana region.
In the 1870's St. Petersburg turned its attention to the still un-conquered area extending from the eastern shore of the Caspian Sea to the frontiers of Persia, Afghanistan, Bokhara, and Khiva, a region occupied by the warlike Tekke Turkoman tribes. Krasnovodsk, a port established by the Russians on the eastern littoral of the Caspian in 1869, provided a convenient base for military operations in this arid and largely unexplored land. The Russian campaign of 1879 having ended in disaster, it was not until 1881 that Skobelev succeeded in taking by assault the stronghold of Gheok Teppe, a victory which per-